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SITUATION INFORMATION R-EPORT 
• 

CALENDAR OF TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED ACTlVlTIES ... 
• 

Asterisked items are either reported for the first time, or 
contain additions or changes to preViously reported activities. 

Several hundred activists of various May Jlay' Collectives met at 
Atlanta in mid-August. The gathering of the groups had been announced 
many weeks pr-ior, and the announced purpose of the Atlanta session was 
to formulate and co-or~inate plans Cor antiwar demonstrations 'in the la~l. 

. This con{erencc,partidpated in by extremely radi"al and unprn- · 
. dictable. activists, was perhaps more chaotic ttian any pr~ceding session o£ 
'similar organ.iz<;ttlons ·in recent hist,.Jry. In the early days of the confer
ence, a women's collective. fa<:tionalized o.vcr a very basic issue. One 
faction maintained a philosophy of government reform, and the other 
proposed abandoning this strategy and held that changes should occur 
through revolutions and that preparations for revolution should -be organ
ized now in the form of a people 1 S army. 

Before any fall' plans could be discussed, the May .Day Conference 
was t_aken over by male a!ld female homosexuals. The remaining sessions 
were devoted to debates on sexism and how best to bring to- the surface 
the "ga¥ness in all of us. 11 The thrust of the homosexual partiCipants 
(estimated be.tween one third and one 'half of those attendin-g) were such 
arguments as, "you can't fight imperialism until sexism has been con
quered," and the philosophy that gayness is anti-captia-list and anti
imperidist. The argument goes that 11gayness is non-competitive and 
~ov.ing while capitalism is co~petitive and hate-ful. 11 

.· As ·all other ~adic~l c~nferences break into workshops and study I 
groups, the May Day assemblage also_ adopted this course. ·The categor- ! 
ies. however. instead of being war oriented or welfare oriented. di_vided 

1

. 
into such categories as "gay women, "gay men," "straight women, •• and 
''straight men. •• An example of the purpose of the workshop entitled 

· c~"t\t't~,h.::.,,- ). ~ ,,V.('( 71 
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"atrai&ht men" was how beat the participants could pr~e to thei• 
homo1exual brother• and 1i8terit .by their practice. ·in the next several 
days that they were "struaaling with ·thei'r aexian1." · · 

. . . .... . 
. \ . ·. 

One of the meeting places during the May Day week in Atlanta · 
was the church of Ralph Abernatlry. •· lt was reportedly at thia ~ itc that 
Abe.rnathy, addresslna an evenina .•ession, 'Was hissed and boo~cl for 
inentionina the nantes · or former Senator.Eugene McCarthy ancl Daniel 
Ellsbera ·(who are reaarde.t as hopeh:aa liberai1), This expre,aion of 
cl.ilfpproval waa .(ollowed by a black homosexual participant'• denunciation . 
oc' the reaction to Abernathy as "racist." This participant walked out · 
_and was followed .by the remainder of-the homo1exual nten in attendance. 
These actions led in turn to one outburst after anothef•· and the evening 
ended in chaos. (i.{.(C.t)i/Jc..'\, \ ). r lh"l·'ll 

~' · A.-'~c.~· /tfR'-•i' 71 
Finally, tOward the end oC the week's activities, a worksh~p was 

called aimply to inform participants of various Calf antiwar propoaals. 
Only about 80 peraon1 .showed up, and after some objections that only ~0 
w~men and four .homosexuals were present, the conference had ita Cirst . 
diacuf&~on on .the anUwar strugale. What emerged lrom~thc d iscussion 

· were two outlines Cor Call action . 'Ihe first, termed the "New York City 
G ive the ·Man 'a .Heart'Attac.:k proposal, 11 called !ur ·civil dianbrdicnce. to 
shut ·down the New York stock exchange on ~ovember 8. This proposal 
additionally called !or participation along w ith the National Peace Action 
CoaHtlon and the People's Coalition for Peace and Justice in a mass march 
at New York on November 6. Alao included in this proposal was a call 
for smaller disruptive aCtions against "racist and sexist" targets in New 
York on November 5 . · (~ Uo:.hJ.<:""'- . ~-s- 1/L•f 71 

· The alte~nate proposal expressed more. o! a trend th·an a Cirm 
plan. Basically, the advocates of the second alternative sought a regional 

. . . 
and local emphasis rather than a National May Day action. In eCCect, it 
would cast May Day iroupa in the role of endouina PCPJ actlons and 
call !or May Day adherents to participate ln PCPJ· actions as contingents • . 
Bot~ p1110poaals were formulated to encompass illegal, civil disobedi.encc 
and r'juct the ntau mobilization tactics o( tho NPAC as non - l>r•,ductive. ~" 
Neither prupoaal received clear endorsement, and imph:mentation of 
vario.us jc(eas was l~t .up to regions involvc:cl • 

One weU;,:i~ormed radlcalleft-wing obllerver.~ SDS ·foundcr Carl 
Davidson. writina in the independent rad ical newspaper, the Guarcli;ln, 
concluded that the Atlanta conference marked a political crisis within the 
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white radical youth mo•ement. · Davldsoll1a view was t))at organiaation
aily and. ln ·the area of leaderabJii. the May Day ·Movement was in serious 

· tr.oubie.· Not only was the conference bamstrunl' ·~epeatcdly by anarchism, 
but little ln tl\e way ~{ new ld41!aa was preaen~c!. The meeting itself 

. was uar.epresentative in_ .• ha·t 'at least one ~ird wciro 'homosexuals, all . 
'but alx were ~hUe, and-. very few-were students. ' It ia· furtbc r Davldson's 
view that critical 'to the May ·Day futur·e was ttle absence at· Atlanla ol 
.several of its key leaders of •snl_ng protest adivitiu.· Rennit; Xlavis, 
the aenerally re~oanlsed nttloaal May Day leader, and _his 'cbiet _lieuten
ant,. John Froinea ~ were not ill attendance and theil" . virtual boycott of 
fhi. meeti~g leads to· speculation that plan• are under way to simply let . 

the oraanlzation die out. · ·. L~V~\ ~~"·~ lt,-Jt4. .,_: 71 

Althouah the d.ate baa 'not been. set, it is pre-.ently pl;inned that 
another meetina 'ot the May Day Collectives will ~. held in New York in 
September. · ()-<.'. 1·'4~~ J(i J?t.-~ · 7/ 

For practical purposes the meaning of the M~y Day Conference. 
fiasco ~t Atlanta indicate• at this time that disruptive activities staged 
in Waehinston last May third will prob~bly not re.:.occur thi.a Call •. lt 
can be··e:icpected that the May Day Collective enthusiaain will not be 

· sust~ined wltho~t the ·chariama of Rennie Davis and others. Other (actore, 
such as a reduction in eve~ a 'semblance o1 national direction as well as 
plannina and implem~ntadon being left to regional collectives, strongly 
indicate not only a lack of strategy but a lack-of intention to stage another 
May third. · 

Plans of the So.cialist Workers Party dominated Na,ional Coalition 
are alao not yet flrm for fall. It seems at ttria point, however, that they .. 
too, will not attempt to rr,atch their succes~ ~Clast spring in one giant 
auembly but. rather will elect to staae more modest antiwar denlonatra
tions ill a number of locati9n~ next time. In short, the present signal 
is Cor the pressure to- be ofl Washington this autumn. 

It i1 be.lleved that the next several months will also sec some 
drift in" radical activities away from the Vietnamcle War. The una!Cil
iated 'radic~l leftis~. aa well as the Communist Party USA_ dominated 
People's Gt>alition .Cnr Peace and Justice and the pro-Maoiat Progressive 
L~bo~ P~rty, alre~cty adhere to a. multi-iaaue tactic. As the war dies out, 
the Trotskyite Socl~ist Workers Party will be ~aced with either a shift 
to other radical caus ea celebre or face. extinction • . It la quite likely that 
the Trotskyites, as the war continues to wind down, will jump ori the 
President's recently-implemented econonlic P,?liC¥ in order to try once . . 
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aaain the wooing~! American. labor. A 8econd fertile field for culti
vation iD the general .etratesy 0!. revolu.tionariel il like1y to be in the 
field ol wcUare~ .Since.· the war 'as a lingle topic w'ill be .di££icult for 

' 'lifT , . ..... , . 

the Trollkyltel to follow, thePe wUl probabl~OC1:Ur 'ilome modilicalions 
·lD their .aingle-i .. lle tactic. . .. ,. . . . 

•• . :· , ' J ' · . ,.. •..• 

• . .. 
*lCJ·ZCJ Auau•t, Fort Collin•, Colorado · . . 

The annual National Student Congress of the Natio.nal Student' 
· Aesociation will take place durin& thie period ac Colorad.o State Univer
eity. Approximately 1, ooo•etudent aovernment leaders! ·repr~_eenting . 
ove'l' .400 colleges and llniversities, will be in attendance to determine 
National Student .A11ociat.ion policy for the coming year and elect national 

· olflceu (the term of radical David 1£ehin of Potomac, Maryland, i• 
now up, and U1hin will :be 'replaced by another studeot. radical). Work
shop• have been scheduled on such topics as stud~t leaal righu , acxiam, 
ecoloay. ~tudent power, r~cism, voter reaietration and educational 
·t"eform. While in seaaion, conftreea will hear 1peeches by auch national 
fiaure.• aa Doctor Daniel Ellsbera,· Senator .Birch Bayh, Senator Georg~ 
McGovern,' Representative Paul McCloskey, antiwar· baby doctor 
Benjamin Spock, seU-admitted revolutionary communist David Dellinger, 
and Nati6na1 Wellare RightS Organization leader George Wiley. 

. f>.l'· Nu.tj /lj. .H"'I' I/ 
*Z7· August, Washington, D. C. 

. At the Atlanta conference of May Day Collectives. • circular \\fa& 
distributed publicir.jnl a planned. peoples• protest march to the Department 
oC Labor on the above date to demand jobs and training for blind people. 
The· march is scheduled to begin at 10:30 a. n1. at the Lincoln Memorial. 
No more than a handful of participants, if any, .i• expected to parliciptte. · 

· . · · r(;r 1" ,fo 7 '/ J 7 t&J1.? 31tvt· · 
*Z7 A11aust - 3 September.., . Washinston, D. C •. · .. 

The Washington Area QJ Collective (David E. Jones, co-ordinator) 
has rectUe&ted a permit for the GI Collective to conduct demonstrations . 
in Lafayette Park dall.y on the above dates. The purpose of the demonstra
tion• · is to sbow the lack of. GI riahte and to pro_pose ways to improve 
this ·con_dition. . · rhC lA .. f~ fl) ~ -;~/l';.; · 71· 

•za August, Washington, D. c. and New York 
The; Progres'sive Labor Party and its youth group. Students For a 

Demo·cratic Society .~ Worker Student Alliance, wUi hold demonstrations 
in the above cities '(and perhape elsewhere) to d~~onetratt! their disap
proval of high unemployment. These demonatrations will probably .also 
attack President Nixon'• rtew economic policy. At Washington, partici
pants will march !rom 14th Street and Columbia Road to • rally site at 

. .. . . 
• I" • r ~.,J It~" ~/t'l/12 ~ · -11 t~~.7 ·71 
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18~ Street and CC?lumbia B.:_oact. The New York demons~ration wiU be 
held in South Brooklyn. and in a~dition to unemployment will abo protest 
poli c.e . brutality and ~acie~.. . rr I} l · i fl JJ {)1/ I J. 3 -1 f H"' r 71 ... 
*Z8-Z9 Ausust. Los Anielea·, C~li!ornia · · 

. · The NatJonal Chicano Movement is planning den1onstration activi
ties on the .above dates to commemorate the lint anniversary or riots. at . 
Loa Angf!!les in which Mexican-American new1man, Reu~en Salazar waa 
kiUed. · . . · · · • . · -~v'r.:A··/, .l.P~j41e,.f If tlflllt·71: 

. . . 

~(:.(,"September, Waterloo, Quebec, Canada 
. A summer camp, under the sponso.rshi·p o{ the United States 

Committee~ Aidthe National Liberation Fron~ oC South Vietnam, will be 
held at Waterloo on the above 'dates. The organizer g{ the camp is a group 
known as the Association o{ Vietnamese Patriots. ··The purposes of the 
•~mer camp are reportedly to encourage closer contacts between the 
Vietnamese living in Canada and activists in the United States an·tiwar 
movem!=nt. to exchanae. political viewpoints •. to help bring antiwar mov.;
fllents clos~r together, and to co-ordinate joint eHorCs to brin& the 
Vietn&J'!'eSe w~~ to an.e:nd. F J!. t. lA' ~l~)_~tJ~- It~· ... ,. 71 

*9 September: W&"ahirrgton, D. C. 
R iaht-wina· CundameDtalist preacher Doctor Carl Mclnti..-e, self

appointed national cha~rman of the U~S. Marc h For Victory Committee, 
an.or1anization which has protested past· condtlct"of the war in Vietnam, 
has requested a permit to demonstrate at the Whito House on the above 
date to protest the Preaid~nt'• proposed trip to China. Plans Cor the 
demonstration include ;a. pin1-pong table being set up Cor th~ Nationalilt 
Chinese ta.,le tennis tean1, Mcintire also plana a demonstration in .. 
W·ashin&ton on UN Day (Z3-0ct. ), but details are sketchy at this time. 

. . · fi1I nil "I tJ 1 I l..3 - I~ J1 ~· 7t 
· 9-lZ· Se(!tember, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

The Lehigh Valley Chapter of Vietnam Veterans Against the War 
has ann"ouncecl a march !rom Bethlehem to the Pennsylvania State Capitol. 
on the a_!,ove dates. On the twellth, a rally i1 sched~led at the capitol to . 
prote't continue_d U.S. presence in Vie-tnam. r1;l/tl· &~'41/l't· ·· //_yt·-7 71 

~10-lZ September, W,;imberly, Texas . 
The Americ;an Friends Service Committee, a Quaker group that 

· has been a ·ctive ·tn antiwar activlUes ior years, . is sponsoring a ·c:onference 
on the above datet at the John Knox Ranch. The conferees will discuss · 
federal tax resistance, protest aaainst 1rand jury actions, and plan lor 
fall demonat~ations activities in Wathington. .- 14/f) [ /A' .:.,lt•.J~.rC, -i(,;i"i . 7/ 
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· *18 September, Dayton, Ohio 

.. 
•· . 

.·.- .;_ ------
~-- :·~·· . .. -

The Dayton Peoples.• Coalition for Peace and Justice baa scheduled 
a proteat against the President when he arrives at.Wright·Pat~euon Air 
Force Base to dedicate an Air Force Muaewn. The Da1ton Peoples• 

· Coalitio~ will proteat .the air. war_ and mauive killings and deaths ~n 
Vietnam. No additional details of this dem~nstration ar~ presently known • 

. · .. . rF:t l}·' J~i/t't'/ - '!.P"t · 'U . . 

•27 September , -San Raphael, Cali!ornia • 
• On July 27 Angda Davia officially pleaded not auilty to all charae• 

.of kidnap.pina. an~ conspiracy in connection w i'th the · courlho.uee shooto\lt 
last year. A trial date of 27 September has been set by Judge Richard E. 
Arnason. The jlldge advieed that the trial 'date was "firm," but he would 
consider a delay if the. de~enae could prove a ~eed fqr rnore time . 

· {)~.'' ·t rl( .I- )' . ..;.l; .. t7 7/ 
•6 November, Nationwide f>~ •. ~ t · ':;.LJ ) d) t· 'j 71 

The National Peace Action Coa lition steering commfttee · co nferencf! 
was held at Cle_veland ill mid·Auguat. This conference dir~ted ita 
attention to the topiC: of a succesa!ul antiwar· campaian this fall. Conference 
leaders diacus1ed the ·need· for m i nimh:ing the euccea1· o£ all demonstra-
&ions being planned -by May Day Collectivu. · Conferees· expressed the 
opinion that ahowd May Day CoUec;tivea meet with euceeu in their fall 
demonstrations, it ~o\lld aiphon of! enthusiasm ,and support for planned 
NPAC demo·astrations on November 6. There was some expre81ion by 
con!erec_e tb'at a need for unity with the People's Coalition for Peace and 
Juitioe was required for a 1\lccesa!w !all antiwar campaign. Reportedly, 
regional con(crenccs. to be held &n the weeks ahead will plan the various 

demon:'tratiuns sc;c~uled around Lhe country. ff,l jiJl ~C.J.-3u y ~/(.ll"'f lt 

SOURCE: New• and Government Media 

RELlABD~lTY: Probably True • • 
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